MAHATMA GANDHI AT RABINDRANATH's  SANTINIKETAN
the shades of her green groves, first welcomed and accepted
as her own one of her best friends, and on behalf of the
rest of Bengal, honoured in the right Indian way the future
leader of India in the very dawn of his public life. The
love and care for Santiniketan which this ceremony aroused
in him remained always green in his memory. This was
proved unmistakably during his last visit to Santiniketan
in December, 1945.
Gandhiji's speech on the occasion is quoted below from
the Tattvabodhini Patrika, Chaitra, 1836 Saka.
The delight I feel today I have never experienced
before. Though Rabindranath, the Gurudev, is not
present here yet we feel his presence in our hearts.
I am particularly happy to find that you have arranged
for the reception in the Indian manner. We were
received with great pomp in Bombay but there was
nothing in it to make us happy. For there the western
modes had been carefully imitated. We shall move to
our goal in the manner of the east, not in the manner
of the west, for we are of the east. We shall grow up
in the beautiful manners and customs of India and,
true to her spirit, make friends with nations having
different ideals. Indeed through her oriental culture
India will establish friendly relations with the eastern
and the western worlds. To-day I have become very
thick with this Asram in Bengal, I am no stranger to
you. I also liked the distant Africa because the Indians
there have not given up their national habits and
customs.
Gandhiji had been travelling third ever since the Satya-
graha Movement in Africa. This led to a queer episode at
Bolpur station, reported in The Modern Review, March
1915;
Recently  Mr. and Mrs.   Gandhi   visited   Bolpur.
Those who went to receive them at the railway station
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